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1.5 Background
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Save the Children Japan hereby submits the voices collected from children living in Japan in
response to the "Call for submissions for the Open-ended intergovernmental working group on
an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child" by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
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Save the Children Japan has been implementing programs such as cash assistance and food
support, with the aim of addressing child poverty in Japan. On May 17 and 18, 2025, we
conducted a workshop with nine high school students residing in Tokyo, Chiba, and Miyagi
prefectures, all of whom are from households experiencing financial difficulties and who have
accessed our support programs. The discussion focused on the costs associated with high school

education and their daily school life.
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In the workshop, the students shared their thoughts and experiences related to education and
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its costs, and identified various issues and requests they wished to convey to members of the
Japanese Parliament. They also expressed their desire to share their voices regarding the issue
of free secondary education with the OHCHR. Therefore, Save the Children Japan compiled and

translated their views for the submission.

2.9—J>3vIH#E Workshop Outline
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Title: "Let’s Bring High School Students’ Voices to Members of Parliament! — Education and

the costs "

EhiH : 20254 5H 17~18 H

Dates: May 17th-18th, 2025
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Venue: Save the Children Japan Tokyo Office
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Participants: 9 students * Nicknames were chosen by themselves; ages are as of the

workshop
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1st-year high school students: Himari (15 years old, female), Ryoga (15 years old,
male)
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2nd-year high school students: Rika (16 years old, female), Suga (16 years old, male),
Mio (16 years old, female), Mattsun (16 years old, male)
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3rd-year high school students: Sakura (18 years old, female), Mii (18 years old, female),

Ryuto (17 years old, male)

3. |MEORSEHS(ICAIIFELBIEEDE Children’s voices on free secondary education
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(Educational level Do you attend secondary education?)

-7 -5 - FILRL2DD—023vTDSNEER. & SRICED>TVD., BROFREE. £

2



@ Save the Children

Bl EEHl. BEFESETIETTHD.

All children who participated in the Save the Children workshop are currently attending
secondary school (high school) in Japan. The forms of schooling vary and include full-time

(day), part-time (evening), and correspondence (remote) courses.
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SICEDLDRTELZEZITLWEIN? (What makes it difficult for children to attend

secondary school and how does this affect them?)
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Some high school students shared that, although Japanese government claims to provide
free tuition for high school, they had friends who dropped out due to financial reasons.
Additionally, some participants also expressed that students attending correspondence
high schools face a lack of social understanding and are often subjected to discriminatory

attitudes.
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time / greater challenges attending public pre-primary and secondary school than other

children?)
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The students identified several difficulties their families face in covering the costs necessary
to attend school. These include expenses for school uniforms, supplementary materials,
and other items required for attendance. Some students also raised concerns about the cost
of meals. In particular, those attending part-time (evening) high schools shared that, since
classes start in the afternoon, they need to pay for both lunch and dinner. Transportation
costs were also mentioned as a burden. Additionally, students expressed the need for
financial support to purchase a personal computer, noting that it is difficult for them to
afford one. Furthermore, the costs of taking certification exams and traveling to exam sites
were cited as difficult for families to cover.
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all children can attend public pre-primary and public secondary education for free?)
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The following are actual voices of children who participated in the workshop.
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® Ryuto (Male, 3rd-year high school student)
“I want to share my opinion about making high school education completely free.
The reason I hope for this is because it would allow students from low-income families to
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attend school without difficulty, and enable those who are motivated to learn but cannot
afford it to receive an education.

Also, for those who can afford to attend school but cannot pay for cram schools or
qualifications, making high school free could give them the chance to pursue those
opportunities. Even for those don’t have such goals, the money saved on school expenses
could be used for daily living costs instead.

However, I understand that making high school completely free right now would be really

difficult. So, I would like the government to set clear conditions in advance, and to start
by making high school free for the households that are struggling the most. Even if it's
not completely free, I hope that at least part of the costs—such as tuition, textbooks,

gym clothes, or school uniforms—can be reduced. ”

$ A (BR3IFE - L)

IIEBEBEEBREEZTOEDET ZEICDVTERTEL,

WEDBAREFERETHEBEE L7120 TLDIN, FER(E, T AICHANDINEDSINTH D,
BF2RTE BRIITSCENSEBEVDSBERNZVONEELEBS,

KR, SO THRZOFERMHENEDPFEARN & BELU TOWTERFIIRKRICIRD
CEEHD. TEB. BOMD ([CHRTDIAER (IR, SEXSHRIBRNS [HFHEZSIE
DEFTZE] (CDVWTERTE,

® Mii (Female, 3rd-year high school student)

“I want to talk about extending compulsory education to include high school.

Currently in Japan, compulsory education ends after junior high school, but in reality,
there are usually only a few students in each class who don’t go on to high school. Looking
at the numbers, it's clear that attending high school is considered the norm.

In today'’s society, it's rare for companies or stores to hire someone who only graduated
from junior high school, and even if they are hiring, those applicants are often at a
disadvantage. At the same time, I also know people around me who have dropped out of
high school for various reasons.

That’s why I started thinking seriously about the idea of extending compulsory education

to include high school. ”

+ FD2DA (BR2EL-5H)
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® Mattsun (Male, 2nd-year high school student)
“There are many children who, because of money, have had to give up going to the school
they hoped for, spending time with friends, or doing what they truly want—and some who
have had to let go of their dreams altogether.
I myself have had to give up on getting licenses or qualifications several times because
of the cost. Even when someone manages to go on to the next stage of education, the
increasing expenses can make life difficult—some of my friends have actually had to drop
out of school for this reason.
I believe it is unacceptable that children have to give up on their dreams and hopes
because of money.
That's why I want either compulsory education to be extended to high school, or for the
various costs of attending high school to be made free.
If high school becomes part of compulsory education, it would open up more opportunities
for each child’s future. And if the costs associated with attending high school were covered,
it would ease the burden on parents—allowing that money to be used for things like
learning, play, meals, cram school fees, or even saving for college and future goals.
Just as each adult shines in their own way, I want places of learning—like high schools—

to be places where children can shine too: by learning, playing, and spending time

joyfully. ”
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® Suga (Male, 2nd-year high school student)
“T want to talk about scholarships.
I was thinking about applying for both need-based and loan-type scholarships myself
when I entered high school, but I gave up because I didn't want to deal with long-term
repayments after graduation.
Many students who use loan-type scholarships struggle with a heavy burden of repayment.
In addition, there are not enough need-based or interest-free scholarships available, and
even the income-based repayment systems have some problems. I think there should be
more support through need-based and interest-free scholarships. For example, I hope
the government will increase the number of need-based scholarships depending on each
household’s financial situation, and provide more support that does not require repayment
or charge interest.”
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® Rika (Female, 2nd-year high school student)
“T want to talk about improving the status of correspondence high school students and
supporting their digital learning environment.
There are still prejudices and discrimination against students attending correspondence
high schools. I believe the government should take active steps to raise awareness and
provide support to eliminate such discrimination.
For example, this could include offering free or loaned digital devices. Since companies
regularly replace their computers, they could consider donating or lending their old
devices for this purpose.
Although people often talk about diversifying ways of learning these days, I feel like it
hasn’t really happened yet. That's because the majority still see going to school and
attending face-to-face classes as the “normal” way to learn, and there are still strong
feelings of discrimination and exclusion toward those who choose different options.
Also, correspondence students often don’t have uniforms or school lunches in the first

place. So even if subsidies are provided for uniforms or school meals, they don’t really
meet the actual needs. Therefore, I hope there can be some special support designed

specifically for correspondence students.”
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For reference, other participants mentioned the need for a better environment for sports,

expanded study spaces, and support for activities outside of school.
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